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Richard is currently Head of Earth Sciences at the Natural History Museum, a department 
comprising over 90 scientists who undertake research and outreach using the museum’s 
extensive Earth Sciences Collections covering from planetary geology to mineral sciences and 
all areas of palaeobiology. Personally, Richard has spent more than 40 years as a mineral 
deposit geology researcher coming into research after time spent in the minerals exploration 
industry. Since then, his research has covered a range of commodities and mineral deposit 
types but is currently focused on metals critical for the green economy. Projects range from 
understanding where, when and how mineral deposits form to the use of novel technologies for 
both improved discovery and recovery leading to sustainable legacies. He has published widely 
in the international literature and in the past has served as regional vice president for both the 
Society of Economic Geologists and the Society for Geology Applied to Mineral Deposits as well 
as being a Council Member of the Geological Society of London. 


